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When did you first start working 
on the original design? 
DESIGNER I began planning the 
design in January 2016, based on an 
idea I had to reference Coleridge’s 
poem This Lime Tree Bower My 
Prison.

What are the stand out features 
of this garden? 
DESIGNER Four sculptural umbrella-
pruned lime trees, which reference 
Coleridge’s shady lime tree bower 
in the poem, are going to be major 

features, creating pockets of dappled 
shade beneath. There are also 
three metal sculptural pieces which 
I have designed myself, and which 
are being constructed by Outdoor 
Designs in Arundel.  

What is so special about having a 
show garden at Chelsea? 
DESIGNER Chelsea is the world’s 
most prestigious flower show and 
it is an honour to have my design 
accepted. It was a huge boost to  
my confidence.

What are you most looking 
forward to about the build? 
CONTRACTOR We like the design, 
including the use of contemporary 
and traditional materials, and the 
fact that it’s in a new area that we’ve 
never been to before – and working 
with Fiona, a new designer to 
Landform.

Are specialist contractors 
required for any elements? 
CONTRACTOR Lots of specialists, 
ourselves included. Andy Louden, 

the revered dry stone waller, will 
be part of our crew, and the metal 
fabricators who will be building off 
site are also specialist.  

If you could take one thing from 
this garden, what would it be? 
CONTRACTOR Not sure yet –  
we’re never put off by challenges, 
but I’m sure lessons will be learnt. 
We learn from every build.

Debut designer Fiona Cadwallader has designed a tranquil retreat inspired by 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s poem ‘This Lime Tree Bower my Prison’, in 
which Coleridge is restricted to the seat of a lime tree bower following 
an injury, imagining the countryside he could be enjoying.

When did you start working on the 
original design and how long did it 
take to perfect?
DESIGNER This design is probably 
the quickest that I’ve ever worked 
from concept to finished design. There 
was such a strong story behind it, and 
I felt a strong personal interest in it 
due to my scientific background, so it 
made it a much easier process. It took  
only a couple of weeks in July last 
year to come up with the layout, 
though of course the detailing  
took longer. 

What is so special about having a 
show garden at Chelsea? 
DESIGNER Chelsea is our industry’s 
equivalent of the Oscars. The eyes 
of the world are turned upon us – it’s 
both a pressure and a pleasure. 

What’s going to be the biggest 
challenge on the build? 
CONTRACTOR Being an Artisan 
garden, we’re in Ranelagh Gardens 
where there’s a ‘no dig’ rule. It 
presents certain challenges, another 
of which is the later start than other 

gardens, which 
can lead to a  
bit of an issue with 
access, but nothing we 
can’t overcome.

Are specialist contractors required 
for any elements? 
CONTRACTOR Rupert Till is the only 
specialist contractor, though we may 
have some other artists adding a few 
magical touches to the garden at the 
end of the build – but you’ll have to 
wait to see those!

Ben Branson, founder of Seedlip
“It’s a dream to be selected for 
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 
With design by Dr Catherine 
MacDonald, build by Landform 
Consultants and plants by 
Hortus Loci we have a world 
class team and the perfect 
platform to showcase our story.” 

THE POETRY LOVER’S GARDEN

Designer Fiona Cadwallader
Contractor Landform

THE SEEDLIP GARDEN

Designer Dr Catherine MacDonald
Contractor Landform 

Sponsor Seedlip

Catherine MacDonald uses inspiration from the story of the world’s first 
distiller of non-alcoholic spirits, Seedlip. Plants featured in the founder’s 17th 
century book ‘The Art of Distillation’ have influenced the planting palette.

Plant supplier: 
Hortus Loci

Plant supplier: Kelways,  
Can den Berk Trees and 
Lindum Turf


